
NORTHEAST NEWSY
Winter 2023 Edition

(And INAUGURAL EDITION!!!)

Welcome to our first ever publication of the Northeast Newsy. Our team of 2nd, 4th, and
5th graders worked together during this winter enrichment session to create a variety of
media that students, staff, and families could enjoy.

NE Newsy is student led! The main focus for this first-ever team was interviewing,
understanding how to structure a report, and writing. We’re excited for the look of the
newsy evolve as each new group of budding journalists adds their own flare.
*We recognize how fun a paper version of this would be - we chose the most environmentally
friendly distribution method. *



WHAT’S NEWS?

EXPLORING EQUITY
By Haily Kirkum & Dana Dorfman
5th graders and Equity Team Members

The Northeast Equity Team is a group of students and staff that meet twice a month. The goal:
Northeast Elementary will be a welcoming school community that honors all identities and
voices.

We asked what people thought about the Equity Team achievement of getting locks installed on
the Kindergarten through 3rd grade bathroom stalls. Here’s what they shared.

Mrs.Crawford Essie, Kindergarten

“Kids this age would be more comfortable
with privacy and would not like the door
opening while they are using the bathroom.”

“If you grow up with no locks on the door then
you might have a lot of trouble remembering
the door is locked.”

Yes No

Yes and No

“I think only the disabled should not have locks because if they are having trouble in the
bathroom someone can come and check on them. Now the non disabled bathrooms should
have locks because they need privacy and dont need help.”
-Michele Kirkum, Northeast Parent

EQUITY TEAM: SUCCESS!
It started with the Equity Team of students coming together and sharing ideas. One of our first
missions was getting locks on all bathroom stalls.

There is an Equity Team suggestion box in the front office. You can take a slip of paper and
write what you think could improve the school. Please only write kind and appropriate words.
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WHAT’S NEWS?

ILLUSTRATIONS IN EQUITY
By Dana Dorfman
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WHAT’S NEWS?

BULLIES
By Mick Fitzpatrick
4th grade

Bullies use many different ways to make those around them feel bad. “When people bullied me, I
felt terrible. I got my pants pulled down. It was so embarrassing,” said one Northeast student.

According to Pacer’s National Bullying Prevention Center, 20% of students, 1 out of 5, report
being bullied. Boys experience more physical bullying. Girls are often bullied by being excluded
or having rumors spread about them.

Research shows that most bullies have been bullied.

Interviewed together, Interim Principal Samantha Little and Associate Principal Julie Humble
shared their views,

“Sometimes people don’t know how to safely express their emotions,” said Principal Little.

Associate Principal Humble shared, “They haven’t had a time where they learned to share their
emotions with other people in positive ways.”
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https://www.pacer.org/bullying/info/stats.asp
https://news.siu.edu/2018/09/090518-research-shows-bullies-often-victims-of-bullying.php


CREATURE FEATURE

WOLVES for our Wolfpack
By Sage O’Campo
2nd Grade

Wolves hunt in packs, stalking a single animal for long distances. Every wolf’s howl is different.
People say that wolves howl at the moon. But that’s not true. They do howl, but not at moons.
Wolves live in dens.
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CREATURE FEATURE

RHINOS
By AJ Greco
5th Grade
(pictured below with Rhino)

The scientific name of a rhino is Rhinocerotidae. Rhinos live in Africa. Rhinos eat all plants. They
can weigh 2,000 - 8,000 pounds. In total there are 27,000 left. They live for 35 - 50 years. They
run 30 - 35 mph. Their horns are 20 - 55 inches tall. There are 5 different species of rhino. They
have terrible eyesight but great hearing. They seem aggressive when you get close to them but
really they just want to be left alone.
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CREATURE FEATURE

HEDGEHOGS
By Lilah Alford Rothman
2nd Grade

Hedgehogs eat mealworms, other small rodents and plants which makes them
omnivores. Hedgehogs have a dating season, where they’re with each other for a month
and then split up when they have their babies. The female mammals lick themselves to
attract males. It’s like perfume. Hedgehogs are closely related to porcupines.
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EDUCATOR SPOTLIGHT

ALL ABOUT MISS TILSEN: 4TH GRADE TEACHER AT NORTHEAST
By & Photo credit Shiloh Riehl
5th Grade

We think we know our teachers, but how
much do we really know about them?

I sat down with Northeast 4th teacher
Kimberly Tilsen to get some insight into
who she is outside of the classroom.

Favorite Book?
“Boy Who Harnessed the Wind”

Favorite Drink?
“Coffee”

Favorite Store?
“Trader Joes”

Favorite Subject?
“Math” (obviously)

Favorite Color?
“Blue”

Favorite Continent?
“Europe”

Weirdest thing on desk?
“Tiny, plastic, colored babies.”

Favorite math site?
“Zearn.”

What’s in your bag?
“23 pens. 2 pencils. Snacks. Colored pages. Hand sanitizer. Gold coin. Coffee mug.”
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COMICS!!!!!

CLASSIC COMICS
By Emil Croyle-Sheire
4th Grade

The word “comic” referring to comic strips is unique to the English language. Comic
strips as we know them did not exist until printing was invented. The first newspaper
comic strips appeared in North America in the late 1800s. But the art of combining
words and pictures has been around for ages.

“The Yellow Kid” (pictured above) is considered by many to be the first American
comic strip. This is debatable though. There were many illustrations before it. But award
winning artist Richard Fenton Outcault's (one of them pictured above) is the most
famous.
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https://www.britannica.com/art/comic-strip
https://www.loc.gov/exhibitions/comic-art/about-this-exhibition/early-years-1890s-to-1920s/the-yellow-kid-makes-his-move/?loclr=blogser


COMICS!!!!!

Cont’d
Here is a sampling of some of our most iconic (and my favorite) comic strips. Black and white
comics were in weekday papers. The longer, colorful versions came on Sundays.

Garfield by Jim Davis

Zits by Jim Borgman
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Foxtrot by Bill Amend
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The Far Side by Gary Larson

How about you? What’s your favorite classic comic? We can
feature one in our next edition of Northeast Newsy!
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NEWSY ORIGINAL COMICS

BALLOON HEAD by Dan Boscia
5th Grade

“Do you want a balloon head?” “Yeah!”
“Why are our heads so big?” “Why are we floating?”
“We should go to the bike store.” “No. We should go to the doctor.”
“You should go to the bike store.” “Told you.”
“Thanks Bob.” “It worked.

KLUNK (car rats) by Mick Fitzpatrick
4th Grade
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NEWSY ORIGINAL COMICS

STICK by Kai Brieman
4th Grade
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SPORTS

5TH GRADE NORTHEAST GIRLS BASKETBALL SUMMARY PT 1
By Sophia France
4th Grade

Our highest score this season was 24 points. Our first home game was against South Hill. We
won 24-9. We won five games.

The only game we lost was to Cayuga Heights by just 3 points, 14-11. We’ve scored 20 or more
points in every game except for that two. We do foul shots.

After the team’s final win, the Belle Sherman coach told Northeast coach Julie Greco that the
Wolfpack had the best defense they’ve seen this season.

5TH GRADE NORTHEAST GIRLS BASKETBALL SUMMARY PT 2
By Ella Greco & Dana Dorfman
5th Grade

The 5th grade girls Basketball season ended with a
winning record: 6-5. The team capped off the regular
season with a tournament at Ithaca High School. Sadly
they lost to Newfield. Some Northeast players felt this was
unfair because Newfield had 6th graders on their team;
saying technically NE is the best team.

The team includes: Ella Greco, Dana Dorfman, Shiloh Rienl,
Sophia France, Sophia Shrestah Doerr, Callie Packard,
Amie Nomoto, Ceci Kotaska, Julia Parz and Lilly Levy. Julie
Greco coached the team with Northeast alum and IHS
sophomore Freya Dolch assisting. Freya played on the 5th
grade basketball team during her time here.

The team’s best game was a 24-0 win against Enfield.The
hardest game they played was against BJM who had very
tough defense. NE bested them 11-3.

If you would like to join the Girls Northeast basketball
team and you're in 3rd or 4th grade, sign up next year. It's a
lot of fun!
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SPORTS

5TH GRADE NORTHEAST BOYS BASKETBALL SUMMARY
By AJ Greco & Dan Boscia

Our season was really good. We won most of our games. The 5th grade boys basketball team
placed 2nd in the Ithaca Youth Bureau league tournament. We averaged 30 to 40 points a game.
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SPORTS

3RD & 4TH GRADE BOYS BASKETBALL SUMMARY
By Mick Fitzpatrick

3rd and 4th grade teams merged this year to one big team
because there weren’t enough players for both.

We won three games. We scored at least 23 points each
game. We lost three games.

Our coaches were amazing, especially Coach Mike
Fitzpatrick! ;)

3RD & 4TH GRADE GIRLS BASKETBALL SUMMARY
By Staff writer

While the 3rd and 4th grade NE girls basketball team did not have a
winning season, they led the league in playing hard, trying their best,
learning, and having fun. That, and being a good sport, is all that
matters.
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CREATIVE CORNER

WHAT WOULD CHOOSE?
By Sage O’Campo
2nd Grade

REAL LIFE HOME LIFE

Rui - 2nd grade
When Rui gets home, he hugs his mommy. Then Rui plays video games. Then he takes a shower. Then he
goes to bed.

Zzzzzzzzz

Merrit - 2nd grade
When he gets home he plays video games (*not whole day).
Next, he brushes his teeth and goes to bed.
Zzzzzzzz.

If you had to choose one of these nights, which would it be?
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