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MESSAGE FROM THE SUPERINTENDENT
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This edition of the ICSD Insider is full of beautiful 
stories and examples of equity and excellence. I 
am fortunate to live and work in a community that 
expects the highest quality educational offerings 
and achievements for students and educators.

We will continue our journey, while at the same time seeking 
to make our efforts sustainable. Conversations about how to 
maintain our positive momentum and continuously improve 
must be strategic and constructive. Please join us for one of 
the upcoming opportunities for such dialogue.  

The ICSD Board of Education has been conducting committee 
meetings in locations throughout the community once a 
month, and has followed the meetings with a community 
conversation about long-range fiscal planning. I hope to see 
you at one of these upcoming opportunities and/or engage in 
dialogue in other ways, including the Let’s Talk! portal and 
Budget Development page on our website.  

I am honored to be on this journey with you.

Luvelle Brown

Superintendent of the Ithaca City School District

Team ICSD Day
This year’s Team ICSD Day, an annual celebration of what makes the 
Ithaca City School District so special, focused on our district’s wellness 
efforts. We celebrated initiatives like physical activity and education, health 
education, nutrition, athletics, social-emotional learning (SEL), and the 
implementation of RULER, an approach for integrating SEL into schools.

Each school celebrated Team ICSD Day in its own way, from yoga sessions 
to healthy snacks, mindfulness activities to “drop everything and move” 
events. The day ended with a wellness vendor fair featuring Tobacco Free 
Tompkins County, the Mental Health Association in Tompkins County, 
and ENV Insurance Agency, followed by the December Commendation 
Ceremony (see page 4).

Check out our Twitter moment for more scenes from Team ICSD Day!

 
These community conversations are intended to 

engage all members of our community to help 
create a vision for our district as we discuss our 
long-range fiscal planning. We look forward to 

hearing all of your ideas, thoughts, and different 
strategies. Please plan on joining us. Your 

involvement is greatly desired and needed! 

Community Conversations will follow Board of Education 
Committee Work Sessions, starting at 5:00pm.

Join us!

March 17, 2020 
7:00 pm 
Tompkins County 
Public Library

December 3, 2019 
7:00 pm 
Brooktondale 
Community Center 
Old Fire Hall

January 7, 2020 
7:00 pm 
Southside 
Community Center

February 4, 2020 
7:00 pm 
Enfield 
Community Center

CommunityConversations

http://www.ithacacityschools.org
https://www.ithacacityschools.org/letstalk
https://www.ithacacityschools.org/budget
https://twitter.com/i/events/1204483024257245184
https://www.ithacacityschools.org/districtpage.cfm?pageid=1454


CAPITAL PROJECT UPDATES
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On May 21, 2019, Ithaca City School District voters authorized a $120 million, tax-neutral bond to support the 
2019 Capital Project. This district-wide, long-term facilities plan is designed to enhance safety and security, 
upgrade teaching and learning spaces, and improve infrastructure at all ICSD schools. 

Construction of the 2019 Capital Project will be completed in multiple phases over the course of 12 years, with 
certain Phase I key scope items scheduled to begin in the spring and summer of 2020. Construction of additional 
Phase I scope items is scheduled to begin in 2021.

Phase I Construction Beginning in 2020

The 2019 Capital Project referendum authorized a $120 million bond issue to pay for the district-wide 
capital improvements that are planned over the next 12 years.  More than half of the project’s cost will be 
reimbursed through New York State Building Aid. The district will pay for the remaining “local share” by 
making “debt service” payments.

What is Debt Service? 
“Debt service” refers to payments the district makes to pay down loans 
borrowed for capital projects. Each year, the ICSD allocates 7% of the annual 
budget for these payments. 

As old loans for previous capital projects are paid off yearly, new loans for the 
2019 Capital Project will be secured to cover the ICSD’s local share for the 
project. This careful planning will minimize the impact to district taxpayers 
and result in no increase to the current 7% debt service allocation.

District Budget

Debt  
Service

93%
Operations

7%

Capital Project Financing

Pool Reconstruction
The pool and deck tiles, 

diving boards, blocks, and 
wooden bleachers will be 
replaced. The ceiling will 
be repaired and painted. 

New Wellness Suite at IHS
The high school’s current 

main office will be 
renovated into a wellness 

suite with nurse, guidance, 
and psychologist offices. 

New Roof at South Hill
South Hill will receive a 
new roofing membrane, 

as well as thicker roof 
insulation that meets new 
energy code requirements. 

Stadium Upgrades
The synthetic turf field, 
athletic track, bleachers, 
and original 1964 press 
box at Moresco Stadium 

will be replaced.  

New Main Entrance at IHS
Ithaca High School’s main 
office will be relocated to 
Activities, which will be 

renovated into a welcome 
center. 

New Septic at Caroline
The septic system at 
Caroline Elementary 

has reached the end of 
its useful life and will be 

replaced.  

Main Entrance Upgrades
Belle Sherman, Beverly 
J. Martin, and Enfield 

elementary schools will 
receive main entrance 
upgrades to improve 

building security.

Transportation Paving
The entire gravel lot 
at the transportation 

department will be paved 
in order to improve safety, 
efficiency, and bus storage 

conditions. 

The ICSD will pay for the 2019 Capital Project using a combination of State Building 
Aid and debt retirement — as the district pays off old debt, it will take on new debt to 
fund the improvements. This system of debt retirement will stabilize the debt service 
line in the ICSD’s annual budget and, as a result, the project will be tax neutral.

Visit ithacacityschools.org/2019CapProj for more information on the capital project.

http://www.ithacacityschools.org
http://www.ithacacityschools.org/2019capproj


DECEMBER COMMENDATIONS

On December 10, we recognized the 
extraordinary achievements of ICSD students 
and staff at the first Commendation Ceremony 
of the 2019-2020 school year!  

The quarterly ceremonies celebrate the success of Team 
ICSD members who go above and beyond in school, 
extracurriculars, or the community. Special recognition is 
also paid to individuals who embody our Culture of Love.

Individual and Group Award Recipients
• IHS students Leah Wardlaw, Clara Subin, Emma 

Loiacono, and Daniel Copeland, who put on a 
Consent Rocks! benefit concert for the Advocacy 
Center’s teen activism group, ACTion.

• Cayuga Heights Elementary fourth grader Neil Gera, 
who finished second in the elementary division of an 
open scholastic chess tournament hosted by Cornell.

• Members of the IHS Brain Team, who placed 
first and second at the Tri-State Tussle Quizbowl 
Tournament.

• Boynton Middle School eighth graders Emily 
Bellman, Sara Bellman, Bianca Alex, Nicholas 
Schill, Ezri Rubenstein-Miller, Spencer Hwang-
Geddes, Juliet Crane, and Anna Fowler, who were 
selected to participate in the New York State Band 
Directors Association Middle School Honor Band.

• Fifteen Boynton Middle School students selected to 
perform at the NYSSMA Zone 3 Area All-State Music 
Festival.

• Fourteen IHS students selected to participate in the 
NYSSMA All-State Winter Conference. Read more>>

• Nicholas Cartmill and J.T. Thomforde, who were 
named to the Boys Golf All-Conference Team.

• Elise Nishii-Kim, Willa Royce-Roll, Ilah Jefferis, 
and Gwendolyn Lindberg, third place finishers 
in the 200-meter relay at the New York State 
Championships.

• Lucia Salfi and Kailee Payne, who placed 11th and 
13th overall in the diving event at the Swimming & 
Diving State Championships. 

• Beth Duncan, Lucy Getzin, Zoe Getzin, Emma 
Hagen, Mae Conuel, and Lila Travers, Southern Tier 
Athletic Conference (STAC) Girls Soccer All-Stars.

• The varsity boys soccer team, 2019 STAC 
Champions.

• Flynn McCarthy, Isaac Borden, David Johnson, 
and Terry Paw, who received Boys Soccer All-STAC 
Honors. Terry Paw was also selected to the All-State 
Boys Soccer Team.

• The varsity girls cross-country team, second place 
finishers in the 2019 STAC Championships.

• Anona Pattington, an individual qualifier for the 
Cross Country State Championships.

• The varsity boys cross-country team, 2019 STAC and 
Section IV champions. 

Culture of Love Award Recipients
• South Hill Elementary School social worker Melissa 

DePaolo, who goes above and beyond to build 
relationships with children.

• Boynton teachers Steve Kirsch and Kathleen Cole, 
who have been instrumental in transforming the 
district’s middle school math programming.
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Check out our Facebook page for more photos from the 
December Commendation Ceremony!

https://www.ithacacityschools.org/districtpage.cfm?pageid=1451
http://www.ithacacityschools.org
https://www.facebook.com/pg/IthacaCitySchools/photos/?tab=album&album_id=3546474888715736
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Stay informed with the ICSD e-Insider!
The ICSD e-Insider, our new district email newsletter, delivers ICSD news, 
photos, updates, and reminders straight to your inbox every two weeks!

Check out our most recent e-Insider at bit.ly/2FvRZOr, and subscribe so you 
don’t miss out on future issues!

We’d love to hear what you think of our new publication. If you have any 
feedback, suggestions, or ideas for content, send them our way via the Let’s 
Talk! portal on our website: www.ithacacityschools.org/letstalk.

After months of community service and outreach, 
Ithaca High School’s Code Red Robotics team is 
transitioning into build season.

Founded in 2001, Code Red Robotics is a FIRST (For Inspiration 
and Recognition of Science and Technology) robotics club, 
composed of and led by IHS students. Every year, the students 
work together to create a 125-pound robot, designed and built 
to play a complex game in the FIRST Robotics Competition 
(FRC). Each year, the FRC brings a new challenge; the games 
may be reminiscent of sports, like soccer or basketball, or may be 
completely original.

FIRST released this year’s challenge, a game called Infinite 
Recharge, on January 4 (click here to watch the official game release video). Code Red members will now spend 
six weeks strategizing, designing, building, programming, and assembling their robot before competitions start 
in March. 

Outside of the six-week build season, the Code Red Robotics team puts in thousands of hours of community 
service. As of 2019-2020, each Code Red member is required to do 24 hours of community service a year, 
spread out over five cycles. Students volunteer at local organizations, such as the Sciencenter and Tompkins 
County Habitat for Humanity, and at events like the AIDS Ride for Life and Cayuga Triathlon. As a team, Code 
Red also does robot demonstrations throughout the community, attending summer camps, elementary and 
middle schools, and more. 

“Code Red is trying hard to promote STEM in the community,” said club president and IHS senior Sara Xin. 
“The team is not only about building better robots, but also better people.”

Code Red Robotics is an associate of Ithaca STEM Advocates, an affiliate of the Ithaca Public Education 
Initiative (IPEI). For further information about the team, please email ikrywe@icsd.k12.ny.us, or visit the team 
website: www.team639.org.

CODE RED ROBOTICS

The Code Red Robotics team kicked off this year’s  
six-week build season on January 4.

http://www.ithacacityschools.org
https://bit.ly/2FvRZOr
https://www.ithacacityschools.org/letstalk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=gmiYWTmFRVE&feature=youtu.be
http://www.ithacastem.org/
http://www.ipei.org
http://www.ipei.org
mailto:ikrywe%40icsd.k12.ny.us?subject=
http://www.team639.org/
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SCHOOL CLOSINGS/DELAYS

Opt in to receive text notifications!
In 2018-2019, the Ithaca City School District added text messaging capability to 
SchoolMessenger Communicate, the system we use to call and email families. Any ICSD parent 
or guardian who wishes to receive important informational text messages about school 
closings, safety alerts, and more need only do the following:

• Verify that their wireless phone number is on file and listed as the first number in 
SchoolTool, the district’s student information system.

• Opt in at any time from their wireless device by texting “Y” or “Yes” to the district’s 
short code number, 67587.

For additional information and instructions, visit our website. 

During the winter season, it may be necessary to close or delay school due to inclement weather.

In the event of an emergency closing or delay, the Ithaca City School District may communicate with caregivers via an 
automated telephone, email, or text message. Please confirm that your contact information in SchoolTool is accurate 
and up to date. Contact your child’s school secretary if your information needs to be corrected or updated.

Additionally, up-to-date infomation on school closings and delays will be posted on our district website,  
www.ithacacityschools.org, as well as to our Twitter and Facebook feeds. Local radio and televsion stations will also 
have information on closings.

Parents are encouraged to develop a plan for delayed start days so that their children may safely remain at home for an 
additional two hours. In the event that a two-hour delay is activated, the following procedures will be followed:

• The district will contact local news and radio stations to report the delayed start, and will send notice to caregivers 
via SchoolMessenger. Notices will also be posted on the district website and Facebook and Twitter feeds.

• All bus routes will be delayed by exactly two hours.
• All schools will start exactly two hours later than normal. Elementary students should arrive at school between 

9:40 and 10:00 a.m.
• Secondary school doors will open at 10:30 a.m. Students will follow a condensed bell schedule for all scheduled 

classes. There will be no zero period at Ithaca High School on delayed start days.
• Pre-k classes will NOT be held if a two-hour delay occurs on a Friday. (This does not apply to 12:45 p.m. dismissal 

classes.)
• Simple breakfasts will be available to students when schools open; regular lunches will be served at modified times.
• Schools will be dismissed at their normal times at the end of the school day.
• If conditions do not improve within two hours classes may be canceled for the entire day, and the same methods of 

notification outlined above will be followed.

View the District Safety Plan for additional information on emergency closings and other school emergencies.

http://www.ithacacityschools.org
https://www.ithacacityschools.org/districtpage.cfm?pageid=1487
http://www.ithacacityschools.org
http://www.twitter.com/ithacanyschools
http://www.facebook.com/ithacacityschools
https://www.ithacacityschools.org/tfiles/folder242/ICSD%20Safety%20Plan.pdf


AROUND THE ICSD
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South Hill Students Host Haudenosaunee Museum

Fourth graders at South Hill Elementary showcased their 
knowledge of the Haudenosaunee by opening an artifacts 
museum for their peers and families!

Students displayed their work, which included posters and 
traditional Haudenosaunee instruments, weapons, clothing, 
and tools; served Three Sisters soup; and discussed facets of 
Haudenosaunee culture.

Check out our Facebook page to view more photos of the 
South Hill Haudenosaunee Museum!

Farm to Table Program’s Annual Harvest Dinner

Students in the ICSD Farm to Table Program celebrated their 
learning at an annual harvest dinner in November! 

The ICSD Farm to Table Program is designed to reinforce 
and complement students’ regular academic curriculum, and 
incorporates skills in writing, reading, and math, as well as 
content from health, science, and social studies.

At the annual harvest dinner, students enjoyed freshly 
prepared foods with their families and shared what they 
learned over the course of the program.

IHS Ranked Among Top STEM Schools in U.S.

According to a new ranking by Newsweek, Ithaca High 
School is one of the top high schools in the nation for science, 
technology, engineering, and mathematics (STEM) education. 

The ranking, released in December, lists the 500 high schools in 
the U.S. that best provide students experiences in STEM, while 
also preparing them for post-secondary success. 

Ithaca ranked at No. 48 overall – the second best ranking 
among schools in New York State. The only NYS school to rank 
higher was the Bronx High School of Science. Read more>>

http://www.ithacacityschools.org
https://www.facebook.com/IthacaCitySchools/photos/pcb.3560409127322312/3560408963988995/?type=3&theater
https://www.newsweek.com/americas-best-stem-high-schools-2020
https://www.ithacacityschools.org/districtpage.cfm?pageid=1452


NYS SEAL OF BILITERACY
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Caroline Kindergarten Celebration of Learning
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The Ithaca City School District is proud to offer the New York State Seal of Biliteracy 
(NYSSB) to seniors who have studied and attained a high proficiency in two or more 
languages by their high school graduation. 

The New York State Seal of Biliteracy (NYSSB) was first signed into law by Governor Cuomo in 2012, and was 
officially adopted by the Board of Regents in 2016. The intent of the NYSSB is to—

• encourage the study of languages;
• identify high school graduates with language and biliteracy skills for employers; 
• provide universities with additional information about applicants seeking admission;
• prepare students with twenty-first century skills;
• recognize the value of foreign and native language instruction in schools; and
• affirm the value of diversity in a multilingual society.

The ICSD began awarding the seal to eligible students in 2018-2019. By participating in the NYSSB program, 
the ICSD encourages students to pursue and maintain biliteracy and bilingualism, honors the skills our 
students attain, and provides evidence of students’ skills that are attractive to future employers and college 
admissions offices.

To be awarded the NYSSB, students must complete all requirements for graduating with a Regents diploma 
and successfully demonstrate proficiency in English and another world language. The target level of proficiency 
is set at Intermediate High, which is defined by the American Council on the Teaching of Foreign Languages 
(ACTFL) as “the ability to use language in real world situations in a spontaneous interaction and non-
rehearsed context and in a manner acceptable and appropriate to native speakers of the language.”

Students demonstrate their language proficiency earning points, which are awarded based on their grades 
in English and ENL/world language courses, Regents exams, presentations, and more. The full list of 
requirements, with options for native speakers of English, students who speak a language other than English at 
home, and English language learners, can be found here.

Visit our website for more information about the NYSSB.

http://www.ithacacityschools.org
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1A0mak7Q71njeVIQtB68D2qtuuy4exlW3Uo5hJQPfzOU/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.ithacacityschools.org/districtpage.cfm?pageid=1440
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DeWitt Middle School’s 
Community-Based Program
In December, students in DeWitt Middle 
School’s Community-Based Program learned 
how to bake pies and cookies from scratch, and 
sold them to benefit their year-end trip. Check 
out more photos on  our Instagram page! 

SOUL OF THE EARTH THIRD GRADE ART EXHIBITION

On Monday, January 13, third graders from across the district will 
have the opportunity to see their artwork displayed in the Ithaca 
High School Performing Arts Center (Kulp Auditorium) and enjoy 
a concert by the Honey Child Soul Quintet.
 
The gallery event is a culmination of the Soul of the Earth Art Project, led by 
teaching artist Elisa S. Keeler. Over the fall, Keeler visited third grade art classes 
and led students through guided art exploration, using a flute of the Anasazi 
and Hopi people as a focal point. Students learned about the history of the 
instrument and the cultural background of the music, and drew on Keeler’s live 
flute playing as inspiration for their artwork.
 

“This work with third graders at all eight elementary schools was extremely fulfilling,” Keeler said. “During 
each classroom visit, students dropped into a deep state of concentration and stillness as they created their 
works of art. It was a true collaboration. The music inspired their creations and in turn, I was incredibly 
impressed and inspired by their creations. Each one was so unique.”
 
The students’ artwork will be on display in the Performing Arts Center when they visit Ithaca High School on 
January 13. The Honey Child Soul Quintet will also perform a concert for the third graders, playing the songs 
that inspired their artwork.
 
Daphne Shululu, ICSD Fine and Performing Arts Director, emphasized the value of this type of experience 
and collaboration for students. “When artwork is presented in an authentic exhibition and performance setting 
such as this one, third graders have the opportunity to experience the impact of their creativity and the chance 
to see themselves as emerging young artists.”
 
The Soul of the Earth Art Project was supported by the Fine Arts Booster Group (FABG), an affiliate of the 
Ithaca Public Education Initiative (IPEI). The FABG works in partnership with the Ithaca City School District 
to support and celebrate all the arts for all the kids. Visit www.fabgithaca.org to learn more.

http://www.ithacacityschools.org
https://www.instagram.com/p/B5I7w7cFt-I/?utm_source=ig_web_copy_link
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Teams of students in Ithaca High School’s 
Engineering Design and Development (EDD) class 
have been hard at work developing solutions to a 
variety of real-world problems.

On December 18, the students pitched those solutions to 
a panel of judges at Rev: Ithaca Startup Works, in hopes of 
securing a share of $2,500 in funding to help turn their ideas 
into reality.

EDD, the capstone course of IHS’ Project Lead the Way 
sequence of pre-engineering courses, allows seniors in the 
program to use previously developed skills – including the 
application of the design process, use of computer-aided 
design, coding, and manufacturing – to approach problems as 
if they were working engineers. After identifying a problem, teams conduct market and historical research and work 
with mentors from both IHS and the Ithaca business community to confirm the need for a proposed product or service.

Then, during the Shark Tank-style Pitch Night, the students present their chosen problems and potential solutions to 
a panel of judges, who in turn ask questions and deliberate on how much funding to award each team. The funding 
helps the teams continue their work in the second half of the year-long class, which includes developing prototypes, 
conducting further research, and testing their products in preparation to bring them to market.

This year, the EDD teams pitched a variety of products and services, including:
• Waste-a-Weigh, a device that monitors the weight of trash cans for curbside collection services;
• OilEdge, a spray that protects vehicle frames from rust;
• Revine, a device that sanitizes old wine bottles, allowing wineries to reuse them;
• Fliegen Towbars, an aircraft tow bar that improves safety by creating more space between the operator and a 

plane’s propeller;
• Grocery Guide, a console with a screen that attaches to a grocery cart and shows shoppers the most efficient 

route through a store to retrieve the products they need;
• Silver and Strong, an exercise device that attaches to a wheelchair to allow users to work out independently; and
• TerraKashi, a compost bin designed to conceal smells and empty more easily than existing bins.

In the coming months, the students will construct prototypes of their ideas and continue to refine their concepts. At the 
end of the school year, each team will present its final product at a trade show-style event.

Pitch Night is made possible through partnerships with Tompkins County Area Development (TCAD), Tompkins 
Insurance, and IthacaSTEM Advocates, an affiliate of the Ithaca Public Education Initiative (IPEI), as well as several 
mentors who volunteer their time to work with the students.

Members of the Grocery Guide team present at the  
December 18 EDD Pitch Night.

IHS EDD PITCH NIGHT

http://www.ithacacityschools.org


FINE AND PERFORMING ARTS PHOTOS

Scenes from recent concerts and  
performances!
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http://www.ithacacityschools.org


RECENT ICSD EVENTS IN PHOTOS

IHS Senior Bowling Night
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Northeast Great Escape

Belle Sherman UDHR Wax Museum

http://www.ithacacityschools.org
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